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Students help set voting record

Vol. 42 Issue 11

MSUM aims
to broaden
students’
horizons
BY MAUREEN MCMULLEN
mcmullenma@mnstate.edu

JESSICA FLEMING • flemingjes@mnstate.edu

Students utilize the on-campus polling place in the CMU to make their voices heard in the 2012 presidential election. Students contributed to the large number of
voters, which broke voter-turnout records in Minnesota.

Boschee wins seat in N.D. House
BY APRIL KNUTSON
knutsonap@mnstate.edu

North Dakota made state history
Nov. 6 by electing Josh Boschee,
an openly homosexual candidate,
to the state legislature.
Boschee, a key member of
MSUM’s campus working in
the Office of Student Activities
and teaching leadership classes,
recounts his campaign and
illustrates his goals for the future.

Boschee learned from
campaign

Boschee has been involved with
politics for the last four years. He has
worked on many elections including
Obama’s 2008 presidential race.
His peers in politics encouraged him
to run for a position in government.
“I believe in North Dakota and
want to address its current and future
needs,” Boschee said. “Although it
wasn’t until a close friend showed
me how we could run our campaign
that I was convinced to enter as a
candidate for the N.D. House of
Representatives.”

Josh Boschee

Boschee, with other democratic
candidates, started his campaign
in mid-June going door-to-door
talking to voters.
“By starting early, we were
able to identify the supporters of
our campaign, recruit volunteers
and focus on undecided voters,”
Boschee said.
While talking with voters,
Boschee grew through the election
race.

“As a candidate, I learned so
much about myself and gained
confidence in my ability to talk to
strangers, communicate effectively
and think critically,” Boschee said.
Boschee received little negative
feedback running as on openly
homosexual individual.
About two weeks before election,
a hate group out of Virginia started
posting ads online claiming that
Boschee would take the homosexual
agenda to Bismarck, N.D.
“I received 30 emails in response
to these ads, 29 of them were in
support of my campaign stating
that the ads are ridiculous and are
not what North Dakota believes,”
Boschee said.

Boschee focuses on
resources, education

“This next session will be a
defining moment for North Dakota.
There is a $1.6 billion dollar surplus,
and it’s expected to grow. I would
like to see these resources go to
issues that have been pushed back in
the past,” Boschee said.
One of Boschee’s priorities is

Panel discussion highlights
US-China relations
BY KAYLA VAN EPS
vanepskay@mnstate.edu

As children playing in the back
yard, we tried to dig holes to China
to see the other side of the world,
hoping to explore foreign lands and
meet people we only knew in our
imaginations.
Little did we know then how
important a gateway to China
could be.
The Center for Business has
been working extensively to build
a strong connection with schools in
China to give students at MSUM an
insight into international business
and communication. They are
hosting an event called “China in
Transition: Business Opportunity
and Risk,” to introduce students,
faculty and the public to U.S.China relations.
The event was created to provide
both the campus community and
the local and regional business
communities with a forum on
U.S.-China relations, said Marsha
Weber, Dean of the College of
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Have you ever wondered what
it would be like to live and study
in another country? While it may
not be for everyone, the once-in-alifetime opportunity to study abroad
may be worth a second thought.
If you’ve ever considered
studying abroad, you’ve probably
considered a number of implications
that come with studying in another
country; can I afford this? Will
I be able to adjust to a different
culture? What will I gain from it?
Is study abroad for me? These are
just some of the questions that will
be addressed during study abroad
week at MSUM.
Occurring Oct. 14-16, study
abroad week, organized by the
study abroad office, aims to raise
awareness and interest in study
abroad programs offered by
MSUM, answer questions and
address any concerns students may
have about study abroad, as well as
STUDY ABROAD,
BACK PAGE

Business and Industry.
“China in Transition,” will
feature an introduction from Weber
and Ruth Lumb, professor of
marketing, followed by a research
presentation by Peter Geib,
professor of international business
and management and Tracy
Gompf, associate professor in the
paralegal department.
Shuying Wang, the keynote
speaker, is visiting from the
Chinese Consulate in Chicago. She
is the Deputy Consul-General of
The People’s Republic of China
and has served as the Counselor
for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
for the People’s Republic of
China as well as several European
Consul positions within the UK
and European Union. A panel
discussion will follow the keynote
address.
“We’ve put together a panel of
experts in the areas of business, both
manufacturing and agribusiness,
education, media and government
to have a broad panel discussion
about the relations between the
CHINA, BACK PAGE
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Briefs
CC

ampus
alendar
ampusWorld News
11.13 - 11.17
alendar

11.13 7 p.m. - Film screenings

of Hakim Belabbas,
Library, room 103

8 p.m. - Super hero
grocery bag bingo, CMU
Ballroom
11.14 Withdrawl

Deadline:
Full term classes

11.15 12 p.m. - 4 p.m. - Tri-

College Career and
Internship Fair, Ramada
Plaza Suites, Fargo

11.16 6 p.m. - Women’s

Basketball vs. Morris
7 p.m. - Dragon
Wrestling vs. Dickinson
State University
7:30 p.m. - Jazz
ensemble, Weld
8 p.m. - Men’s Basketball
vs. Morris

11.17 5 p.m. - 9 p.m. - Japan

Night, CMU Ballroom
7 p.m. - MEISA presents
Battle of the Bands,
CMU Underground
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Obama marks Veterans Day
President Barack Obama
visited
Arlington
National
Cemetery on Sunday morning
to mark Veterans Day. The
president observed a moment of
silence and laid a wreath at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.
“The memory of your loved one
carries on not just in your hearts,
but in ours as well,” Obama
said in remarks at Arlington’s
Memorial Amphitheater.
“Whenever America has come
under attack, you’ve risen to
her defense.” America needs to
better serve its newest veterans,
Obama said, calling the men and
women who served in the wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan some of the
most dedicated in the nation’s
history.
BBC director resigns
The BBC’s director-general,
George Entwistle, has resigned
from the network after a
controversial program about
child abuse aired on Newsnight.
The
broadcast
wrongly
implicated a political party
member, Lord McAlpine, in the
abuse case, which Entwistle later
claimed he knew nothing about.
“In the light of what has
happened here I wish this was
referred to me, but it wasn’t.
I found out about the film
the following day,” he told
an interviewer. On Saturday,
Entwistle released a statement
saying stepping down was the
“honorable thing to do” and
that “the wholly exceptional
events of the past few weeks
have led me to conclude that
the BBC should appoint a new
leader.” Tim Davie will step in
as acting director-general before
a permanent successor is chosen.
Indianapolis fire razes homes
Two people were reported
dead in an explosion and blaze
that devastated an Indianapolis
neighborhood Saturday. The
force of the explosion shattered
windows in houses as far as a
block away and could be felt for
three miles.
“It looks like a war zone here
right now,” fire-department
spokeswoman
Lt.
Bonnie
Hensley said of the inferno that
erupted after two neighborhood
homes exploded around 11 p.m.
local time for unknown reasons.
Three dozen homes were
damaged or destroyed in the fire
that resulted. Rescue workers
combed the area repeatedly and
took displaced residents to a
shelter at a nearby school.
Egyptian baby-selling ring
busted
Until recently, a ring of
traffickers in Egypt would sell
you a baby for $570. Police said
Sunday that they had smashed
the criminal enterprise, based in
Cairo, rounding up two nurses
and a hospital doctor among five
suspects in the case.
In a nod to Islamic law,
adoption is illegal in Egypt, and
many of the babies trafficked
by the ring were sold to couples
who could not conceive. About
300 babies are thought to have
been sold over three years.

Security Update
Director of Public Safety

MSUM Briefs
MSUM film program hosts
filmmakers
In the film business, networking
is everything.
The cinema arts and digital
technologies’ visiting
artist
program provides students the
opportunity to network with
working artists.
Moroccan-American filmmaker
Hakim Belabbas will be visiting
MSUM today to present two of
his acclaimed short films.
Belabbes received a graduate
degree in film from Columbia
College in Chicago, where he
now teaches film production. His
films have won multiple awards
at film festivals around the world
from Morocco to Bangkok.
Belabbes’ short documentary
film, “A Nest in the Heat,” deals
with the issue of separation as
it follows Belabbes’ return to
his hometown in Morocco from
his current home in Chicago.
“Whispers” is a short narrative
film about a man searching for his
lost childhood.
The screening is at 7 p.m. in
Library room 103. Belabbes will
speak about his career after the
screening.
Both screening days are free
and open to the public.
Biosciences, Tri-Beta hold
plant sale
The biosciences department,
along with Tri-Beta is holding a
plant sale next week. There are a
variety of plants available (false
jade, pregnant plants and more)
ranging from $2 to $10. Stop by
and take one home for yourself or
as a gift for someone else. Cash or
check will be accepted, no debit
or credit cards.
The sale will be held from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday and
Thursday and 9 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. Friday in the Science Lab.
International students are
congratulated at sash ceremony
The International Student
Sash Ceremony will be held
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. Dec. 19
p.m. in the CMU Ballroom. The
Sash Ceremony is designed to
recognize MSUM’s graduating
international students.
Each graduate is presented with
a sash that represents the flag from
their country of citizenship. The
graduates will wear their sashes
at commencement the following
day.
Get your passport on campus
next Wednesday
Do you need a passport?
MSUM will host a passport drive
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Nov. 14 in
the Flora Frick hallway.
Bring a certified birth certificate
or naturalization certificate and
one additional form of ID such as
a driver’s license.
Two identical passport photos
available on-site, $5 cash or check
only. The passport fee is $110,
plus postal fee of $25 (checks or
money orders only).
Contact
haak@mnstate.edu
with any questions.

MSUM briefs from Dragon
Digest and submitted to
advocate@mnstate.edu

Greg Lemke
11.3

11.5

Suspicious Activity reported
near G-10 lot, unable to locate.
		
Medical in East Snarr, one
transported to local hospital.
		
Suspicious person in Comstock
Memorial Union, contact
made.

Vandalism
reported
on
electrical box and cement
area near G-2 Lot, work order
completed.

11.4
Found bicycle at south entrance
to Dahl, secured at the Public
Safety Building.
Alcohol violation in South
Snarr, three cited by Moorhead
PD for minor consuming,
one cited for small amount of
marijuana and paraphernalia,
all four referred to Campus
Judicial.
Found bicycle on east side
railing of the Comstock
Memorial Union, secured at
the Public Safety Building.
Trouble Alarm in Dahl,
mechanical missing smoke
detector replaced.
Vandalism reported in John
Neumaier.
		
Marijuana odor investigation in
Dahl, unable to locate source.

Smoking violation on north
side of Dahl, one referred to
Campus Judicial.
11.6
Marijuana odor investigation
in Ballard, one referred to
Campus Judicial.
11.7
Suspicious odor reported in
Ballard.
Theft reported in East Snarr,
property later located by
housing staff.
11.8
Laptop reported stolen from
office in the Library, Moorhead
PD contacted.
Requested welfare check in
East Snarr, contact made.
Suspicious odor reported in
Science Lab building, unable
to detect odor.

Safety Tip of the Week
Pepper Spray
Pepper spray is available at most sporting goods stores. If you
choose to carry pepper spray, get spray that contains at least a 10
percent concentration of Oleoresin Capsicum (OC).
Don’t just toss the canister into your purse or backpack, keep it in
your hand and have it ready as you walk to your car, front door, etc.
Some pepper spray carriers even have a key ring attached to them
for your car and house keys.
If attacked, spray for 2-3 seconds, back and forth across the eyes.
If the attacker is wearing glasses, spray in an up and down pattern.
Do not wait around for the spray to take effect- RUN!
To report a problem contact Public Safety at 218.477.2449

The Advocate is looking for:
Sports Editor
• Keep up-to-date on Dragon Athletics
• Write one sports story a week
• Assign sports stories
• Design sports pages each week using InDesign
A&E Editor
• Find and assign arts and entertainment stories
• Write one story a week
• Design A&E and briefs pages each week using InDesign
Contact The Advocate at advocate@mnstate.edu.
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A fairytale with a twist–MSUM Children’s Theater is at it again
BY MEREDITH WATHNE
wathneme@mnstate.edu

“Rapunzel,
Rapunzel,
let
down your hair,” is a line we’re
all familiar with, but what about
“Rapunzel, Rapunzel, jump on
my back?”
David Wheeler, a professor
in the theater arts department,
adapted
the
child’s
tale
“Rapunzel,” for the MSUM
Children’s Theater - “Rapunzel
and Her Dragon.”
The charming story features
two casts, red and blue. It bares
many similarities to the classic
tale but implements the use of
new characters and a modified
story line.
The play is the story of
Rapunzel, played by Solveig
Swanson of the red cast, a junior
musical theater major, and her
rabbit friend, played by Laura
Berger of the red cast, a freshman
theater arts major. The two are
running around playing and
laughing when they stumble upon

a hungry, injured Dragon.
After feeding vegetables to the
Dragon, played by Nikko Raymo
of the red cast, a senior theater
arts major, and fixing his broken
wing, Rapunzel, the rabbit and
the dragon quickly become a
tight-knit trio.
One of the biggest laughs from
the crowd came when Rapunzel
suggests they play a game of
duck, duck goose. Confused, the
dragon asked “what is a duck?”
to which the rabbit replies “a
little goose.” Still perplexed, the
dragon asks “what’s a goose?”
After pondering for a moment
the rabbit proclaims, “it’s a big
duck!”
As Rapunzel, the rabbit and the
dragon continue to play, things
take a turn for the worst and the
evil witch next door kidnaps
Rapunzel.
The entire cast teams up to try
and rescue Rapunzel, but at last
her new friend, the dragon, comes
to the rescue and relinquishes the
evil witch’s powers for good.

After the show, the cast met the
students outside the theater to talk
about the show. Many youngsters
shouted “I liked when the bunnies
chased the wolves,” and “when
the dragon blew fire.”
Not only was the show a hit
with the young ones, but the
actors and actresses love being
involved with children’s theater.
“It’s over the top,” James
Stenger, who played Rapunzel’s
father in the red cast, said. “You
never know what to expect, every
audience is different.”
The MSUM Children’s Theater
has been a part of the Theater Arts
Department since it was created
50 years ago and it continues to be
popular with faculty, performers
and student attendees alike.
“I love the opportunity to have
an audience that’s going to be
really engaged in the show and
actors,” Wheeler said.
“Rapunzel and Her Dragon”
marks the seventh play that
Wheeler has written for the
MSUM Children’s Theater.

After the show members of the cast MEREDITH WATHNE • wathneme@mnstate.edu
talk with elemetary student attendees.

“It’s also an opportunity to work
on a simple, thematic lesson,” he
said.
The moral of the play is to accept
people for who they are, even if
who they are is a little bit different.
Ninety-one
schools
will

participate and bring over 8,000 6to 8-year-olds to see the play. There
will be 15 shows for the elementary
schools to attend, along with two
performances open to the public
at 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. on Nov. 17 in
Hansen Theater.

Battle of the bands:
Who will win?
BY BECKI DEGEEST
degeestre@mnstate.edu

Bringing
music
and
entertainment to
FargoMoorhead,
the
MSUM
student organization, Music
Entertainment Industry Student
Association, will be putting on
its annual Battle of the Bands
contest.
This year there will be five
bands performing for a chance
to win. Each band is a different
genre of music and have a total
of 20 minutes to woo the crowd
and judges.
Four judges will vote on four
different categories and the
crowd will be able to vote for
their two favorite bands at the
end of the show.
The judges will then decide
who the winners are, with the
top three musicians winning
gift cards to Marguerite’s
Music. Third place will receive
$50, second place will receive
$100 and the first place winners
will receive $150.
Musicians, who were to
submit their music to MEISA
in October, were selected by
the MEISA board and members
to perform.
The selected musicians play
completely different types of
music from each other.
The musicians are: Ska
Skank
Redemption
(Ska),
Enigma CDE (Rap), IB Initium
(Hardcore/Metal), 8 Tiger
Coat (Indie Alternative Folk)
and Bagel Boy (Punk). All
bands and musicians are local
to F-M and some are students
themselves.
“I’m really looking forward
to the variety of bands and
artists this year,” Rachael
Goers,
MEISA
president
and music industry senior,
said. “I also just love to hear
people perform live. There is
something raw and genuine

about seeing a band or artist
perform their music live.”
MEISA has been putting
on more events and has been
expanding its membership.
Some of the other events MEISA
has held on campus are monthly
Open Mic nights. They have
also been doing educational
audio
workshops
during
meetings and are working and
planning for an album release
through MEISA’s Undeclared
Records, an independent record
label, which will be released in
late spring.
“MEISA has come a long
way in the last two years,
and I really like how much
we are getting involved with
running sound for other student
organizations,” Theresa Boyle,
MEISA promotions coordinator
and music industry junior
said. “However, I think one of
the best parts of MEISA that
often gets overlooked is that
we have our own record label.
Undeclared Records has had a
huge amount of submissions of
artists this year looking to be
signed.”

DJ PAULY D
Star of MTV’s reality show Jersey Shore!

Friday, Nov. 30 at The Venue @ The Hub
9pm Event • Ages 18+

DETHKLOK

DAVID SEDARIS

Tuesday, Nov. 13
The Venue @ The Hub
6pm Doors • All Ages

Tuesday, Nov. 13
Fargo Theatre
7pm Doors • All Ages

ICE NINE KILLS

BRIAN POSEHN

Sunday, Nov. 18
The Aquarium
5pm Doors • All Ages

Friday, Nov. 30
Fargo Theatre
7pm Doors • Mature Aud.

TRAGICALLY HIP

ZAPPA PLAYS
ZAPPA

w/ All That Remains, Machine Head & Black
Dahlia Murder

w/ My My Misfire & Restart, Refresh

An evening with

Saturday, Dec. 1
Fargo Theatre
7pm Doors • All Ages

Author of “Naked” & “When You Are
Engulfed In Flames”

Mutant Comedy Tour!

An evening with

Thursday, Dec. 6
Fargo Theatre
7pm Doors • All Ages

BRIAN POSEHN • Thursday, Nov. 29 • Mature Audiences • Empire Arts Center, Grand Forks
ZAPPA PLAYS ZAPPA • Thursday, Dec. 6 • All Ages • Fargo Theatre
DEUCE/NEW MEDICINE • Friday, Dec. 7 • Ages 21+ • House Of Rock @ The Hub
HAIRBALL • Friday, Dec. 28 • Ages 21+ • The Venue @ The Hub
LISA LAMPANELLI • Friday, Jan. 11, 2013 • Mature Audiences • Fargo Theatre
ALL TIME LOW/YELLOWCARD • Sunday, Jan. 20, 2013 • All Ages • The Venue @ The Hub
UMPHREY’S MCGEE • Wednesday, Feb. 6, 2013 • All Ages • The Venue @ The Hub
THAT ONE GUY • Saturday, Apr. 13, 2013 • Ages 21+ • The Aquarium

Tickets for all shows are available at
(located at 300 Broadway; open
Monday-Friday 12-6PM), by phone (866) 300-8300 & online at:
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Man’s best friend provides service and comfort to student
BY SARAH TYRE
tyresa@mnstate.edu

Sophomore biology student
Damien Heinz never goes
unnoticed in the hallways.
It’s nearly impossible to
pass by Abel, her 93-pound
white German Shepherd,
without a second glance.
Their relationship is not the
typical “man’s best friend”
companionship. Abel provides
Heinz the ability to perform
necessary every-day tasks.
Abel is a service dog.
“I wanted to name him Abel
because he makes me more
able,” Heinz said.
The reactions to Abel that
Heinz has encountered have
varied.
“I’ve had everything from
people being afraid to walk
by me to people assuming
that I’m blind. Service dogs
go beyond hearing and vision

pulling motion. He is currently
being trained to assist Heinz in
moving heavy objects.
The companionship Abel
provides also serves Heinz’s
Asperger’s.
“I’m not as intimidated
to talk to people. He acts as
an icebreaker,” Heinz said.
“People want to talk to me
about my dog.”
While Abel is only 14
months old, service dogs are
not new to the Heinz family.
Heinz’s mother suffered from
a neck injury and has a hard
time bending to pick up things.
Heinz trained the family corgi
to assist her mother.
Heinz has done most of
Abel’s training Abel was
also trained by a professional
trainer as a puppy.
“They train you as an ownerhandler pair,” Heinz said.
“Under the ADA (Americans
with Disabilities Act), any dog

“He makes a lot of people’s lives better,
not just mine.” - Damien Heinz
impairment,” Heinz said.
Heinz has Ehlers-Danlos
syndrome, a rare mobility
disorder that has caused her to
lose 40 percent of her muscle
mass. She was also diagnosed
with Asperger’s at age 14.
“Abel helps me get around,
maintain my balance and go
up stairs,” Heinz said. “Under
stressful situations, petting him
provides tactile distraction.”
Abel is trained to help Heinz
get up from a seated position,
help her if she falls and assist
her up stairs by performing a

you have trained to do a
disability-alleviating behavior
is a service dog under the law.”
When considering the breed
of dog, Heinz knew that she
needed a large dog with strong
work ethic. German shepherds
fit that category, but she
disliked the stigma associated
with that breed.
“I chose to get a white
German shepherd because
people tend to be afraid of
the typical German shepherd
coloration, and they recognize
it,” Heinz said.

Submitted Photo

Abel, a 93-pound white German Shepherd, performs tasks such as providing balance and helping his owner up the
stairs.

Heinz’s breed specifications
proposed a problem.
“It is a really hard dog to
find because they don’t breed
for that color. It’s actually a

genetic mutation,” Heinz said.
The closest breeder was in
Ohio. A 14-hour car ride later,
they came home with Abel.
“He makes a lot of people’s

MSUM celebrates American
Indian Heritage Month

free
confidential
services
701.237.6530

BY MEGAN HAVIG
havigme@mnstate.edu

firstchoiceclinic.com

Wednesday Nov. 14

Thursday Nov. 15

• Modern Day Warrior
– 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Watch for graphic
communications student,
Jordan Brien’s, spokenword poetry video to be
playing from on campus
monitors.

• Make a Native
Language Your Second
Language – 1 p.m. CMU
203.
Jim Green and Bernice
Catches will show
alternative and silent ways
to aquire a new language

• Vision of Your Own
Part I – 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. CMU Ballroom.
Faron Blakely, a
local artist, will
help students paint
their own vision.
Pre-registration is
required. Email Josie,
greenjo@mnstate.edu,
or Jody, steilejo@
mnstate.edu to
register.

• The Hoop of Life – 7
p.m., Weld Auditorium
Internationally known
performer, Kevin Locke,
will be doing his Hoop
Dance using 28 hoops and
acrobatmoves to portray
the regeneration of life.

• Beading Workshop –
2:30 p.m. CMU 203
• Study Abroad in
Istanbul, Turkey 		
– 4 p.m CMU.

• Sigma Tau Delta
Native American
Reading – 7 p.m.
CMU 227.

Visit msumadvocate.com for an ongoing photogallery of the events.

Your answers
are here!

▪ Pregnancy Tests
▪ Limited Ultrasounds
▪ Resources & Referrals

MSUM is celebrating Native American culture with American Indian Heritage Month.
This week through the end of November, students and faculty can enjoy a variety of upcoming events on
campus. All of them are free to the public.
Josie Green, president of the American Indian Student Association, is pleased with the events thus far.
“The past events have been a really wonderful turn out, and we’re excited to see how the rest of the month
goes,” Green said.
Green said she is also excited for Kevin Locke, the Hoop Dancer who perform at 7 p.m. today in Weld
Auditorium.
“He’s world-renowned,” Green said. “It’s a beautiful dance and everyone would love it.”
Tuesday Nov. 13

lives better, not just mine,”
Heinz said. “He sometimes
acts as a therapy dog to other
people. He’s very empathetic
and friendly.”

My one reason?

To provide
hope for people
in need.
You only need one reason
to donate plasma.

Find out how becoming a plasma donor can make a difference for patients and
help you earn extra money. As a new donor, you can earn up to $85 this week.

Talecris Plasma Resources
800 Holiday Drive, Moorhead
(218) 287-2700
In addition to meeting the donation criteria, you must provide a valid
photo I.D., proof of your current address and your Social Security or
immigration card to donate. Must be 18 years of age or older to donate.
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BY MATTHEW SWANGLER
swanglerma@mnstate.edu

Prepare your car for winter

Now that fall semester is
in high gear, students are
concentrated on homework and
late-night activities. Keeping up
on the appearance of their cars
can become the least of students’
concerns.
With winter on its way, taking
some simple steps will make
your car “winter-ready.” In only
an hour or two, you can improve
your car’s appearance and your
attitude.
Andrew Wagner, a sophomore
in music industry, said there are
two things he does to get his
car ready for winter: “Check
fluids, most importantly antifreeze, and I check my tire tread
to make sure that it is winter
appropriate.”
Always start with basic steps
like washing your car and

cleaning the inside. For the
outside, do not wash your car
with household products because
they contain drying agents that
will harm your car’s clear-coat.
Try using directed car wash soap.
Some cars will have tree sap or
bug residue leftover from the
summer. For tree sap, use Heet.
(Yes, Heet — gas antifreeze for
cold months)
Stay away from washing your
car in a circular motion because
it will cause swirls in the paint.
Go with the grain of the car. On
the inside, remove all unwanted
or unneeded paper work and
trash. Clean the windows for
clear vision and place floor mats
in the car for better traction.
When your car is clean, take
these steps to get it ready for
winter.
Make sure your car is current
on oil changes. As the weather
gets colder, your oil will thicken,

making it harder for your engine
to stay lubricated.
Ryan Smith, an auto technician
at Corwin said, “If your car sits
outside all summer you should
consider switching to synthetic
oil. The oil will flow better and
last longer.” Check your owner’s
manual to see what kind of oil
your car takes.
One of the most forgotten
steps is to check your windshield
wipers and fluid. Wipers last
roughly a year and replacing
them will drastically improve
your sight during winter storms.
Also, make sure the fluid is
suitable for -30 degree weather
so it doesn’t freeze. Stores that
will help you find the right size of
wipers include Wal-Mart, Napa
Auto Parts and local dealerships.
Make sure your car battery
is free of corrosion on the
connection posts and that the
battery is not out-of-date. Cold

JESSICA FLEMING•flemingje@mnstate.edu

Students can make sure their cars are ready for winter by checking the oil, anti-freeze, tires and windshield wipers.

Campus transformed into zombie battle ground
BY SARAH TYRE
tyresa@mnstate.edu

You may notice some of
your peers sporting arm or leg
bandanas this week. What you
may not know is that they are
involved in an extreme game
of tag between zombies and
humans.
Zombies vs. humans started
Nov. 11. Graphic communications
student
Kaitlyn
Muellner
coordinated the event.

JESSICA FLEMING•flemingje@mnstate.edu

Arm bands signify that the player is
a human.

“I found out about Humans vs.
Zombies from my best friend.
He played at his college and ever
since then I wanted to start my
own game. I loved going online
and checking to see if he was still
human,” Muellner said.
Participants have to register
to play the game online. Once
all the players are in the system,
the computer selects the first
“Original Zombie.” The Original
Zombie tags human players and
turns them into zombies. Zombies
must tag and eat a human every
48 hours, or they starve to death
and are out of the game. Zombies
must wear bandanas on their
legs, and humans on their arms.
There are a few things humans
can do to protect themselves.
There are designated safe zones
on campus. Inside dorm rooms,
bathrooms, academic buildings,
the library, the wellness center,
Kise, and Nemzek are safe
zones. If a human finds themself
cornered they can throw a sock
at a zombie to “stun” them for
15 minutes. A zombie cannot
interfere with the game in any
way while they are stunned.
“I hope going to and from
class, Kise, work, and sporting
events is more exciting than just
walking. You gotta be on your
toes and might have to run,”

Muellner said.
Players seem to be excited. “I
sort of hope I get turned into a
zombie,” Sarah Degenstein, early
childhood education student said.
“I think it will be fun to tag
people.”
Once every zombie has
starved, or every human has
been transformed into a zombie,
the game is
over. Also, at
the end of the
week, zombie
and
human
numbers will
be
counted,
and the group
with the most
members wins.
Muellner
hopes to get
feedback from
this event to
help coordinate
future games.
“This
game
could be every
semester, every
year, or every
other
year,
depending on
the feedback I
get,” Muellner
said. The game
runs until Nov.
17.

weather drains a car battery
faster than warm weather. If
you’re driving with an expired
battery, you may find yourself
with a dead battery.
Having your tires properly
inflated will increase your
traction on the slippery roads.
Justin Ryttie, a freshman in
secondary education at MSUM,
said he briefly looks at the tires
for a good amount of air.
During the winter months,
your tires will lose air as it
gets colder. Again, check your
owner’s manual for correct
pounds per square inch for your
tires. Most cars will take 35 psi
and trucks will take 40-45 psi.
Make sure your antifreeze
(coolant) is full and doesn’t
need to be flushed. Getting your
antifreeze flushed will get rid
of the old antifreeze and will
increase your chances of the car
heating up properly. Usually a
mixture of 50 percent water and
50 percent antifreeze will do.
Try finding a depot that has
sandbags that won’t be used.
Allan Redenius, manager at
Corwin Car Care said, “A person
could put a couple sandbags in
the back of your car or truck for
extra weight and traction. If you
are ever stuck, you could cut

the sandbags for gravel to get
traction.”
A survival kit will help you
in times of emergency like
getting stranded or getting into
an accident. Packing a survival
kit could mean the difference
of life and death. Include:
Blanket, extra pair of gloves,
boots, clothing, non-perishable
food items, shovel, flashlight,
flares, jumper cables, a spare
tire, towels, sand and a first aid
kit.
Finally, having more than a
half-full tank of gas will prevent
the car from running out in an
emergency. Having under a half
tank of gas increases the chance
of water freezing in the gas
lines, preventing the car from
starting.
For those who don’t have
enough time to get their car
ready for winter, multiple
businesses in the F-M area will
“winterize” your car for you.
Car dealerships like Corwin or
Gateway have a service center
that will do the work. Smaller
automotive service centers, like
Matt’s Southside Auto Service
in Fargo or Ray’s Certified
Auto Repair in Moorhead, will
winterize your car for a cost less
than a dealership.

Page 6 | Tuesday, Nov. 13, 2012 | The Advocate

Opinion
w

Advocate Editorial Board

Campus should
be a welcoming
community for all
students
Safe Zone Training will take
place this week to help create a
welcoming environment for the
LGBTQ community.
The training will focus on
dispelling myths and stereotypes,
as well as encouraging students,
faculty and staff to continue
talking about the issues.
We feel it is important for all
students to feel welcome and safe
on campus, and if some students
don’t feel welcome due to their
sexual orientation, something
needs to change.
The first step to change is
pointing out the issues and talking
about solutions. Safe Zone training
aims to make positive changes
on campus by helping students
and faculty develop a better
understanding of the LGBTQ
community and form allies for
those students.
The opinions expressed in The
Advocate are not necessarily those
of the college administration,
faculty or student body. The
Advocate encourages letters to the
editor and any submissions. They
should be typed and must include
the writer’s name, signature,
address, phone number, year in
school or occupation and any
affliations. Letters are due by 5
p.m. Friday and can be sent to
MSUM Box 130, dropped off in
The Advocate office or emailed to
advocate@mnstate.edu.

Interested in being a columnist
or a cartoonist contact at April
at knutsonap@mnstate.edu

View exclusive content online at msumadvocate.com
Opinion columns by Meredith Wathne and Melynda Heying & Cartoon by Zach Coleman

Generation Y: Passionately frustrated
The baby boomers
are workaholics while
generation X’es are
individualistic.
So
what can we say about
our generation? Well, I
think we are frustrated.
Although
the
baby
boomers and generation
X’es are content to
categorize us as lazy,
unrealistic, narcissistic
and uncommitted, I
would rather describe us
as frustrated.
First, we are frustrated
with the powers-thatbe. Whether democrat,

effects of industrialization to the environment.
Lastly, we are frustrated at the world. We are about
to enter the work force with a slow economy at home
and abroad. We are in debt to our parents, school and
government. Passionately, we describe the growing
inequality between the rich and the middle class.
With all this burning, motivating frustration to change
the state of things, why would past generations describe
us as lazy?
It seems we have developed a flexible, dejected
attitude toward the world, a trend of complacent cynicism
stretching through pop culture into our young mindsets.
We complain for hours with each other about the state
of things, the lack of a third party, the liberal agenda,
America’s wastefulness, the cost of higher education, the
lack of community, etc.
BY APRIL KNUTSON
I can’t remember the last time we brainstormed
knutsonap@mnstate.edu
solutions instead of trading humorous quips about
social inequality. We
republican,
independent
or
“Well, I think we are frustrated.
would rather post a
green, I don’t know anyone who Although, the Baby Boomers and Generation Facebook status or
is completely satisfied with our
X’es are content to categorize us a lazy,
retweet some comic’s
government. This past election unrealistic, narcissistic and uncommitted, I witty punchline than
season was filled with rigorous would rather describe us with this adjective.” do something about it.
debate including advocacy for
We are of this world
a wider political system including better support for a and in this world. Just because the election is over doesn’t
“third-party” candidate.
mean we should stop striving for change. Resist the urge
Second, we are frustrated with the status quo. Society’s to develop a trendy, hopeless, complacent attitude. Stop
definitions for institutions are no longer accepted. We are under-valuing all the passion we have for change. It’s
not satisfied with the current “way-of-things,” whether just disguised as frustration.
it pertains to the definition of marriage or to the side-

Letter to the Editor: Promote sex education
November 7, 2012
Yet again, a man tells women why abortion is wrong
and wraps his entire argument in graphic and emotional
appeals to “think of the babies!” Except, we’re not talking
about “babies.” First, to counter the most outrageous
argument in the latest installment of John Goerke’s antiabortion editorials, that of Stenberg v. Carter : 88% percent
of abortions are performed during the 1st trimester or
embryonic stage of development, before the 12th week of
pregnancy – and 50% are performed before the 9th week.
For the 11% of women who delay until the fetal stage (after
12 weeks but before 20 weeks), most cite the difficulty
arranging transportation and overnight accommodation,
childcare, time off work, and/or gathering funds – in
other words, dealing with restrictions put in place by antiabortion laws. In those very rare instances of abortion after
20 weeks (less than 1% of all abortions), it is almost always
the result of a wanted pregnancy encountering serious or
life-threatening maternal or fetal complications.
Second, while a fetus prior to viability has the potential
to become a person, it is not one. And it is only very
recently that the idea of fetal “personhood” even existed.
As recently as 1971, even the Southern Baptist Convention
avowed that a fetus was not “alive” until it took its first
breath, based on Biblical interpretation. First breath is the
basis still used today to distinguish a live but premature
birth from a stillbirth. It was not until the 1980s that
religious organizations publicly changed position in order
to sway public opinion into putting the rights of the fetus
above the rights of the fully-developed living and breathing
woman carrying that fetus.
Third, Mr. Goerke’s argument highlights the fact that sex
has consequences – but only for women. While the “advice”
is that women should think of their personal circumstances
before engaging in sex, how realistic is that? Not very,
considering that women have faced unplanned pregnancies
since time immemorial. We should question why women
(and, apparently, only women) are asked give up one of the
most important and rewarding aspects of life in order to
avoid unwanted pregnancy. In addition to placing them in
the role of being sexual gatekeepers, this argument ignores
the fact that it is not just young and/or unmarried women
engaging in unsafe sex who are becoming pregnant. It is
women using birth control, who are married or in long-term
relationships, with health conditions that make pregnancy
risky, who may not have the option of refusing sex or using
birth control, or are victims of rape or incest.
Abortion is a deeply personal decision, one which is
never made lightly. Whether it is the young college student
who worries about cutting short her education, or the mother
struggling on minimum wage without health insurance,

or the victim of sexual abuse and assault, or the woman
who discovers her wanted pregnancy is no longer viable
– or someone like me, the mother of three adult children
facing an unplanned and potentially dangerous pregnancy
at age 42 – women understand fully what their decision
means and make the choice that best suits the context of
their lives. They don’t need protection or guidance from
politicians and well-meaning strangers when it comes to
making their own medical decisions.
No one, other than the woman herself, can understand the
unique circumstances she faces when making her choice. I
and other pro-choice advocates, unlike Mr. Goerke, trust
women to make the best choices for themselves, whatever
that choice may be. I do not need to know the reason a
woman has an abortion; it is no one’s business but her own.
While I feel sorry for any woman who regrets her abortion,
their experiences cannot and should not be used to deny
other women the right to choose for themselves.
In the end, regardless of how many anti-abortion editorials
are written or how many protestors harass abortion clinics
and patients, no matter how many legislative restrictions
and roadblocks are put in the way, the honest truth is:
abortion cannot be “ended.” Roe v. Wade was not the start
of abortion in the United States; it was simply the end of
women dying from unsafe abortions. Desperate women
who, for whatever reason, do not want to have a child, will
take desperate measures, many of which result in serious
injury or death.
While those on both sides of this issue believe we should
work to reduce abortion rates, those who are pro-choice
believe the best way involves education and contraception.
Study after study after study, conducted in the U.S. and
worldwide, have shown that easily-accessible birth control
and comprehensive sex education are far more effective
than any bans or restrictions on abortion. It is no surprise
then that the states with the highest abortion rates in the
U.S. are also those which have severely restricted abortion
access and attempted to de-fund Planned Parenthood,
embraced “conscience clauses” when it comes to dispensing
emergency contraception, and require abstinence-only
education in their schools.
Perhaps those who are opposed to abortion should focus
their attention on promoting these proven methods of
reducing abortions? Unless, of course, their real motivation
is to shame and punish women for having sex.
Jennifer Knecht ‘14
knechtje@mnstate.edu
Moorhead
570-529-0674
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Commitment pays off for MSUM women’s rugby
BY BREANN LENZMEIER
lenzmeiebr@mnstate.edu

Forming a team, dedicating their
time and putting in work has paid
off for the MSUM women’s rugby
team.
This year the team finished 4-0
in league play, defeating Bemidji
State University, Southwestern
Minnesota
State
University,
Concordia College in Moorhead
and University of Minnesota
Morris. The team advanced to the
Final Four tournament in St. Cloud,
Minn., last month where it placed
second in Minnesota and first in its
section.
This is the highest the team
has placed since it started about
10 years ago. Last year, the team
placed third overall. At the Final
Four tournament this year, the team
defeated Wisconsin River Falls in
its first game and lost to Bemidji in
the championship game.
“We had an extremely strong
season...I was very impressed,”
Abby Furth, captain and club
president, said. A senior education
major, Furth is in her fourth year
with the rugby team.
Furth describes rugby as
“Similar to football and soccer.
There are two 40-minute halves
with a running clock. We don’t
stop, which makes the game very
exciting.”
Rugby
includes
tackling,
but players don’t wear pads or
protective gear, except for mouth
guards.

“Your adrenaline gets going so
fast because you don’t stop,” said
Mackenzie Willits, a sophomore
social work major who has been
on the team for two years.
There are 23 team members
that make up MSUM’s women’s
rugby team. Of the 23 players,
only eight have played more than
one year at MSUM.
“In the beginning there was
a lot of learning going on but
towards the end, we all got to be
pretty good,” said first-year player
Haley Foster. “We have amazing
chemistry on our team; we get
along really well.”
“There is a big commitment to
make,” Furth said. “We practice
three times a week and it’s nice
to see that people can have
commitment to something without
a scholarship.”
The team does not have a formal
coach. Furth, along with two
former players of the rugby team,
lead practices and coach together.
“This is a great opportunity to
get involved at MSUM, especially
if you are competitive person,”
Furth said.
The team continues competition
in the spring, with three
tournaments to stay prepared for
league play in the fall.
Right now, the team hosts its
home games at NDSU, however,
players are working on getting a
field to make rugby even bigger
at MSUM. The team has been
raising funds toward making a
permanent home on campus.

The team also hosts a prom dress
tournament in the fall, but due to
the success of this past season,
the tournament will be held in the
spring. Area men’s and women’s
teams are invited to take part in a
rugby tournament where members
play in prom dresses.
“It’s a lot of fun and very
humorous and interesting to
watch,” Furth said.
The MSUM team is part of the
National Small College Rugby
Organization, which ranks all
the Division III teams. Last year,
MSUM’s team ranked 20th.
“We’re hoping to be ranked
higher this year,” Furth said. The
team’s ranking won’t be released
until after the national tournament,
which takes place in New Jersey
later this month.
“We’re just like one team that
goes...it’s an ‘I got your back, you
got my back’ kind of feeling,” said
sophomore Brandi Bucklin, a twoyear player.
The team has met most of their
goals this year except for getting to
nationals, an accomplishment they
are aiming to achieve next season.
“We’re only losing two players
from this year’s team, so we’re
going to be returning a lot of
experienced players,” Willits said.
Furth said the rugby team is
always looking for new members,
and playing in the spring will give
new players a great experience to
help prepare for the fall league. If
interested, contact Abby Furth at
furthab@mnstate.edu.

Sports

Late comeback not
enough for Dragons
BY COLLIN BOYLES
boylesco@mnstate.edu

Morning rain and cold greeted
Dragons football and fans on
Saturday for senior day.
The St. Cloud State University
Huskies entered Nemzek stadium
with the NSIC’s top passing
athlete,
Phillip
Klaphake.
MSUM’s seventh ranked pass
defense, though, was ready to
end the season with a bang.
Klaphake did not start the
game, but the Huskies began
the game through the arm of the
back-up senior. It was a 51-yard
touchdown pass that put SCSU
on top.
Two drives later, the Dragons
answered with a touchdown
throw of their own.
Thirdstring quarterback Ryan Toelle
scrambled before finding senior
wide reciever Matt Birr in the
back of the endzone.
On the ensueing point-afterattempt, Birr had trouble holding
the ball for a kick and eventually
threw to a wide open receiver for
the two-point conversion.
The Huskies scored the next

two touchdowns before freshman
running back Zayne Medhaug
ran a 56-yard touchdown in to
end the half 19-15, in favor of the
visitors.
The two teams traded a pair of
touchdowns to make the score 3330 going into the fourth quarter.
The Dragons were able to pin
the Huskies deep in their own
territory to gain some momentum.
A roaring crowd was soon
deafened by a 94-yard touchdown
run by Klaphake.
The score was 39-30 for most
of the remainder of the quarter,
leaving the Dragons searching
for hope. That’s when senior
linebacker Tyler Brody answered
with a blocked punt, returned for
a touchdown by Barik Williams.
While using timeouts and
stopping the Huskies running
attack, the Dragons got the ball
back with 48 seconds remaining.
Trying to pass the ball to at
least get in range for a gamewinning field goal, the Dragons
receivers dropped four passes to
turn the ball over on downs, and
ultimatley end the game falling
just short, 39-37.

JESSICA FLEMING • flemingjes@mnstate.edu

Senior wide receiver Matt Birr catches a touchdown pass in his final game as
a Dragon.
MSUM’s Women’s Rugby team finish a successful season.

Submitted Photo

Volleyball finishes sweep of final games
BY COLLIN BOYLES
boylesco@mnstate.edu

JESSICA FLEMING • flemingjes@mnstate.edu

Freshman middle blocker Kaitlin
VanWinkle tallies one of five kills
Saturday against Bemidji State
University.

Dragons volleyball head coach
Tammy Blake was honored as
MSUM’s winningest coach after
winning a fourth straight sweep
Saturday night.
The previous night drew tears
from senior players as they were
honored during their last weekend
stand in Nemzek field house.
The team delivered an impressive
win as they never trailed to the
Golden Eagles of the University of
Minnesota, Crookston.
Senior Meredith Egeland and
sophomore Annie Palmquist
totaled 10 kills each, while senior
Anna Olson and freshman Cassie
Baer recorded 21 and 20 assists,
respectively.
Senior Katy Ness’s 19 digs also
helped set the final score at 25-17,

25-14, 25-17, for the first Dragons
sweep of the weekend.
Besides the first set of Saturday’s
match, MSUM repeated their
performance from against UMC.
Bemidji
State
University
competed well in the first set,
taking the lead from MSUM
multiple times.
From there, things fell apart for
the Beavers. The Dragons were
able to coast to another sweep,
earning coach Blake her 317th win
with the program.
Senior Heidi Lensing totaled
nine kills while Olson again
recorded 20 assists. Ness finished
with 16 digs.
Lensing finished her Dragons
career fourth all-time in kills
with 1,283, Olson finished eighth
in assists with 1,896, and Ness
finished second in digs with 2,164.

Tired of mom filling
your prescriptions?
Check out Hendrix Clinic Pharmacy
- Available only to MSUM students
- Transfer your prescriptions
from other pharmacies
- Located on campus
rix

d
Hen

www.mnstate.edu/hendrix

218-477-5875
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Faculty, staff hope to form allies for LGBTQ students
BY JASMINE MAKI
makija@mnstate.edu

Faculty and staff are doing their
part to help make MSUM a more
welcoming campus for all students.
Two Safe Zone training sessions
will be held this week: one for
students held from 5 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. Tuesday in the CMU
Underground and one for faculty
and staff held from 1 p.m. to 4:30
p.m. Friday in CMU 205.
The sessions aim to inform
attendees about lesbian, gay,
bisexual,
transgender
and
questioning issues.
“The overall goal is to create
within our community a group of
people that are willing to be allies
for LGBT people and issues,” said
Anita Bender, coordinator of Safe
Zone training and director of the
Women’s Center.
Covering several topics including
language and etiquette, myths and
stereotypes, heteronormativity and
identity development, the training
sessions inform attendees about
the LGBTQ community and help
attendees feel more comfortable
talking about the issues.

“Sometimes we don’t talk
because we don’t know what words
to use or how to talk about things,
so (the training sessions) help us
become more comfortable with
that,” Bender said.
The sessions also aim to get
students thinking about what’s
going on around campus and how
the LGBTQ community is affected.
Why it’s important
“We have a number of transgender
students on campus, and they get
remarks made to them everyday
walking across campus or looks that
say ‘you’re not welcome,’” Bender
said. “There’s a lot of ways in which
we hear very homophobic things in
our lives and community.”
Jeremy Page, associate director
of housing and residential life, said
Safe Zone training sessions can help
make those students feel welcome.
“The voices of these (committed
allies) have a positive impact,” he
said. “We have an obligation to make
our campus as welcoming as possible
to students of all backgrounds.

Students who feel welcome and
safe are more likely to succeed.”
Lynn Peterson, coordinator for
sexual assault services, echoed that.
Peterson has been a trainer for
Safe Zone training since it first
started in 2000. She said she isn’t
an expert by any means, but the
training sessions help people
develop an understanding.
“It really helps us educate
ourselves
on
the
correct
terminology, know what it’s
like (to be a part of the LGBTQ
community) and understand how
we’re not supportive and don’t
even realize it,” Peterson said.

Anita Bender

Taking action
“In general, it’s to make a more
accepting community, but what you
want to do is create a group of
people that are actively working to
change the campus,” Bender said.
At the end of the sessions,
attendees can take a Safe Zone
placard to hang on the door of
their dorm room or office. The
placard reads “I’m an ally” and

signifies that the area is safe
for the LGBTQ community.
Bender said that hanging the
placards says, “I’m making this a
safe space for you to be in and I will
openly speak out against things that
I see that are wrong or homophobic
remarks when I hear them.”
“People have to feel comfortable
putting this up,” Bender said. “They
have to be at the place where they
can outwardly say, ‘Yeah, I’m an
ally.’”
For more information about the
Safe Zone training sessions, contact
Anita Bender at anita.bender@
mnstate.edu or 218.329.1195.

STUDY ABROAD, FROM FRONT
helping students find a study the country. In all of the exchange in both the professional world and
abroad program that would suit programs offered by MSUM, study in your personal life.
them best.
abroad offices will be available
In an ever-globalizing job
In celebration of study abroad at every university to guide you market, study abroad can offer an
week, international studies senior through your stay with services invaluable perspective not only of
Kayla Abtin will host a movie such as tutoring and cultural another culture and the role it plays
night featuring the French film
“The Spanish Apartment” at 7:30
“If you are having trouble in school, they will tutor you.
p.m. Wednesday in CMU 203.
Following the movie, Abtin will
They will be your friends.” - Kayla Abtin
lead a discussion on study abroad
and what she does as a global
ambassador for International advice, as well as help facing any in the world but also an outsider’s
Studies Abroad. Abtin will also problem you might encounter such view of how America functions as
be available to talk to students and as illness or lost passports.
a country and as a member of the
answer questions they may have
“They are going to be concerned global community.
about study abroad from 10 a.m. to whether or not you like school,
“(Study Abroad) is a good fit
2 p.m. Wednesday through Friday whether the teachers are good or for anybody who wants something
at an information table across from not, whether you like classes,” that looks good on their resume,
the bookstore.
Abtin said. “If you are having anyone who wants a career
MSUM’s study abroad office trouble in school, they will tutor where they travel, anyone who
offers assistance to students you. They will be your friends, is interested in culture, business
throughout the students’entire study basically.”
majors — just about any business
abroad process, from application
You may be wondering what major is going to need international
to their return home. Some of the can be gained from studying education,” Abtin said.
services they offer include passport abroad. Sure, a change of scenery
Not only does study abroad offer
application workshops, assistance and making new friends is an advantages in your career, but it
in obtaining the necessary visas exciting thought, but what makes can help you grow as a person. By
and help placing students into a study abroad so rewarding? Abtin, immersing yourself in a different
program that suits them best.
who spent a semester abroad in culture, you learn not only about
Assistance from the study abroad Valencia, Spain, said studying how other people live but about
office doesn’t end once you leave abroad will broaden your horizons yourself as a person as well.

“I think I learned how incredibly
strong I am as a person and how
capable I am as an individual to
succeed on my own,” Abtin said.
“It’s a brief period of time, but
you really learn about yourself,
along with learning about other
cultures. It changes who you
are.”
Even if you aren’t sure if
study abroad is for you, or if
it’s financially realistic, Abtin
encourages students to stop by
the study abroad office in Bridges
249, or email study abroad
director Janet Haak at haak@
mnstate.edu if students have any
questions about study abroad.
There are programs available for
every major and budget.
“If (students) are even curious,
go talk to Janet in the office,
she will help you decide if you
want to go or not, and what
program is right for them,” Abtin
said. “Leaving the comfort of
the United States and living in
this other culture for an extended
period of time is scary, but it’s so
much more exciting than scary.
After you adjust to being there,
you will not want to leave.”

BOSCHEE, FROM FRONT

to improve the infrastructure of
western North Dakota. He is also a
big supporter of early education. In
higher education, he would like to
increase funding to North Dakota
State University to continue
providing scholarships to students
and attract dynamic leaders to
the university. While in the N.D.
House of Representatives, Boschee
is committed to communicating
effectively with citizens.
“While I am very involved in
politics, other people may not be
so. I feel that it’s important that
I learn about people’s priorities,
whether it is family or business,
so I can share with them what
decisions are being made and how
it might affect their daily lives,”
Boschee said.

Boschee remembers lessons
from university
Boschee
received
his
bachelor of science in politics
from NDSU in 2003. In 2008,
Boschee attained his masters

homosexual individual.
“Unlike many lesbian-gaybisexual-transgendered people, I
did not lose any family members,
friends, or a job because I came
out,” Boschee said.

“ I think it is a good thing that Boschee was
elected. People need to be aware of the LGBT
community.” - Courtnie Kulas
of education, emphasizing in
educational leadership. Before
coming to MSUM, he worked at
NDSU as an admission counselor,
coordinator of Greek life, and
career specialist. When he was 23
years old, Boschee experienced
a fairly positive reaction as he
decided to live as an openly

Working at MSUM while on the
campaign trail allowed Boschee to
practice his leadership lessons.
“A part of my job at MSUM is
to teach leadership, I was able to
practice what I teach my students
as I campaigned for a seat in the
N.D. legislature,” Boschee said.
MSUM students welcome

Boschee’s accomplishment as he
prepares to take his seat in the
house.
“I think it is a good thing that
Boschee was elected. People
need to be aware of the LGBT
community,” freshmen Courtnie
Kulas said.
Sophomore Monique Borgoz
agrees.
“I think North Dakota is
evolving as a state. I’m excited, as
it seems that LGBT community is
headed toward equality,” she said.
With the help of his colleges,
Boschee still plans to be an active
member at MSUM. He will take
a leave of absence during the
80-day biennial meeting. The
63rd Legislative Assembly will
officially open Jan. 8, 2013.

CHINA, FROM FRONT
U.S. and China to focus on each
of these different areas,” Weber
said. “We’ve designed the panel to
include many other areas; it’s not
just business.”
Panelists’ experience range from
professors, to CEO’s of companies,
to professional communicators.
The panel of experts include:
Wang, Geib, communications
professor Nan Yu of NDSU, Jeff
Jiang, education consultant and
admissions strategist and founder
of TransWealth Advisors, Mack
Traynor, CEO of Ultra Green,
Justin Paur, director of production
services with NACS, inc. and
Larry Leitner, CEO of Specialty
Commodities.
Dean Gorder, executive director
of the North Dakota Trade Office
will moderate the panel discussion.
Biographies on the speakers can
be viewed at mnstate.edu/cbi/
chinaintrasision/speakers.aspx.
Professor opens gateway to
China through classroom
experience
Lumb recently returned from
a trip to Chongqing Technology
and Business University in
Chongqing, China, where she
assisted in setting up a curriculum
for business at the university.
Since her return, Lumb has
began to integrate communication
with Chinese students into her
class curriculum at MSUM.
Lumb
said
her
class
communicates with Chinese
students at Xian University of
Science and Technology using
the programs Skype and China’s
messaging-equivalent
“QQ”
(pronounced que-que).
“We don’t want to be
‘ugly’ Americans when we
communicate,” Lumb said. “So
sometimes we use Skype and
sometimes we use QQ.”
Students in Lumb’s classes are
assigned to find out what drives
Chinese students when purchasing
products in stores. Lumb said the
students have discovered many
cultural differences that have been
eye-opening experiences on both
ends of the internet connection.
“Some of the Chinese students
couldn’t understand one of our
(MSUM) students having five
siblings,” Lumb said. “Many
students haven’t interacted with
foreign students other than here
at school. I think students gain on
both sides.”
Lumb’s spring classes will
include a collaboration project
with the students from XUST.
China in Transition: Business
Risks and Goals
All are welcome to attend
China in Transition from 3 p.m.
to 6 p.m. Thursday in the Center
for Business Atrium. Following
the panel discussion, there will
be a reception with appetizers,
as well as Chinese calligraphy
demonstrations.
For those who may only be able
to attend part of the event, the
schedule is located at mnstate.edu/
cbi/chinaintransition/.
To RSVP or ask questions about
the event, email bdean@mnstate.
edu or call 218.977.4763.

